






Baur fishing: A traditional fishing method in the upper stretch of the River Ganga 

The “Baur” which is also locally called as Phans/Fandi  is prevalent in the hill streams of the Uttarakhand. A number of loops of 
fine nylon thread are tied with a knot at a regular interval of 15-20 cm in the main nylon rope. The length of fine nylon thread 
varies from 30-60 cm with a loop diameter of 3-10cm. The number of loops vary from 60-150. To tighten the fishes, loops are 
made in such a way that the knot of the loops can easily slip to reduce the diameter of the loop. Stones are tied at an interval of 1-2 
meters in the main nylon rope, which act as sinkers. By the activities of the fins of the fishes, the loops start narrowing and fishes 
are entangled/trapped in the loops. In such a fishing operation, catch usually varies from 3-5 kg. The size of the fishes caught by 
this method range from 0.5-3.0 kg and is used for catching of Tor spp., Schizothorax  spp., Crossocheilus spp., Labeo calbasu,  
Garra spp. etc.
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Awareness camp at Polavaram, West Godavari, Andhra Pradesh
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